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Summary

This report reviews the progress of agricultural development
in the Arab region between 1999 and 2000. The Report is
composed of five chapters.

Chapter one reviewed the changes that occurred in
agricultural policies namely with respect to agricultural
production policies, and with respect to macro-economic policies

in the area of agriculture.

The report indicated that the present agricultural policies are
part and parcel of the policies designed in the last three decades.
However, the new policies could include unexpected policy from
time to time to correct for any policy failure, and to cope with the

international and regional changing events.

The agricultural policies aimed at increasing production
through the use of new technology and its dissemination among
farmers. The policies also used price policy, credit policy, and
structural reform policy to create an encouraging atmosphere to
enhance and facilitate the positive response of farmers to the

economic incentives to increase agricultural production.

Chapter two reviewed the new technological measures used

in the Arab region. The report indicated that the current
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In the area of livestock production and products the report
indicated the increase in red meat production from about 3.3
million tons to about 3.5 million tons, and the increase in poultry
meat from about 1.6 million tons to about 2.37 million tons
between 1997-2000 on the other hand, the milk production
increased from about 15.8 million tons in 1996 to about 19
million tons on average in 1997-2000. Fish production increased
from 2.68 million tons to about 2.989 million tons between 1999
and 2000.

The report showed the relative drop in the agricultural GDP,
by current prices, from about US$ 81.00 billion in 1999 to about
US$ 79.56 billion in 2000, due to negative performance of
agricultural in most of Arab countries, except the Gulf groups.
This chapter also discussed the increase in agricultural exports
from about US$ 7.675 billion between the two consecutive years.
On the other hand, the agricultural imports increased from about
US$ 25.46 billion to about US$ 28.31 billion. The report also
reflected the low level of self-sufficiency in the major food staple
crops. The self-sufficiency in cereals, and in wheat in particular,
was estimated to about 50%.

Chapter five of the report gave a comprehensive review on
the impact of drought and scarcity of water on the progress of
agricultural development of the Arab countries, The report
indicated that most of the Arab countries have been subjected to
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drought in about 82% of the ten years between 1990 and 2000,
while the normal years accounted to only 18% of total number
years. The report referred to the policies adopted by the Arab
countries in the medium and long terms to curb down the impact
of drought on agriculture. The short term policies included
importing of forage in Syria, provision of monitory compensation
to most affected areas in Egypt and facilitating soft credit to
affected people in Jordan.

The medium and long term policies comprise the breeding
for drought resistant crop varieties in Syria, use of new irrigation
systems and equipment such as sprinklers, desert and sand dunes
encroachment combat projects in Egypt. Reduction of irrigation
water consumption by private companies by 35%.

The long and mid term policies against drought in Morocco
comprised the provision of about 112 thousand hectares for
cereals in addition to support of about 431 out of 441 affected
people. The Government also implemented livestock emergency
projects, which included support for feed concentrates and

provision of extension services to livestock breeders.
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